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BEATITUDES. 


Marr. v. 3, &c. 


Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the 
a Heaven. 


Pa HIS is the Beginning of our Saviour's 
Se BD Sermon upon the Mount, and is 
| the more remarkable, becauſe as the 
| Old Teftament, or the laſt of the 
V2. 98 8 2 Prophets, ends with a Threatning and 
. Curſe, ſo our Saviour begins bis New + 
Teſtament with a Bleſſing, and opens his Mouth in 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation with gracious Promiſes. 

In This Diſcourſe he has taupht his Diſciples many 
weighty Leſſons; the Whole has been juſtly praiſed 
by all his People, and is a Tranſcript of his Mind, 
and the beſt eccleſiaſtical Rule, 4 and Rubrick 
of his univerſal Church. 

932 He 
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He dclivered this Diſcourſe upon a Mountain (for 
great Multitudes followed him) that fo all might ſee 
and hear him. The Scribes and Phariſees without 
Doubt deſpiſed him for this manner of preaching, 
nd eſpecially thoſe who were ſo fond of the Tem- 
ple, that they had hated the Samaritans, and ſuch as 
worſhipped out of it: But hence we learn, that to 
our Saviour all Places are alike, and may be uſed 
for the publiſhing his Goſpel ; and though Houſes 
ſ-t apart for his Worſhip and the Divine Service 
are good and convenient, yet we muſt. not forget, 
that He dwells not in Temples made with Hands, 
but where two or three are met in his Nam# he is 
preſent in the midſt. The true Temple ſhall he 
opened and manifeſt in another World, and this is 
God and the Lamb himſelf, We ſhould not place 
any great matter in the Form of ſetting forth the 
Word of God, ſince Feſus frequently fat and taught 
the People. He meant by it the greateſt Familiari- 
ty, and ſpoke with his Creatures as a Father to his 
dear Children, His being willing to be ſeen and 
heard by all, ſhould reach us, He is not willing 
any ſhould be hindered to /ook upin him and be 
/aved, nor is it of him when he is not heard to 
eternal Life The God of this World is the ole 
Author and Cauſe of all that Blindneſs, Backwardneſs 
 and\Unwillingnels in Men to come to Feſus that they 

might have Life. 

The Time will not allow me to ſpeak of all the 
bleſſed Doctrines contained in this Sermon of our 
Lord's at this time : I will therefore only ſpeak of 
thoſe Beatitudes or Bleſſings pronounced in ti for- 
mer Part of it, and this 1 purpoſe to do in a ſimple 
and free Manner. 

Bleſſed are the pror in Spirit, for theirs is tht 
Kingd:m of Heaven, It muſt not be left We 

| that 


[5] 
that the poor in Spirit, or the ſpiritually poor People, 
have the firſt Right to all the Bleſſings of God. This 
is to me very important, bs 
When St. Luke relates the Particulars of this di- 
vine Diſcourſe he mentions only the Poor, but St. 
Matthew is more clear; for though our Saviour's 


' Diſciples were poor Men, and but few noble or 


rich called to his Church, yet therefore, ) becauſe 
the poot or common People heard him gladly, and 
followed him, are they not bleſſed, but the poor in 
Spirit, the Souls who are poor and worthleſs in 
their own Eyes, theſe are they our Saviour bleſſes. 
It might not . be amiſs to obſerve, that poor and 


mean People. in the World have ſucceeded better 


with our Saviour than the rich or wealthy; but per- 


| haps the God of Equity has ſo ordered it, that ſome 
' who deſire it have been 42 of Honour in the 


World, and had their Good - Things here, while 
others have had their Evil Things, been Yeſſels 
of Diſbonour, but have found the Pear! of great 

rice, and in their low Eſtate, like the Virgin Mary, 
have found the Lord, and that Treafure laid up in 
Heaven, Though, as I faid before, the outward 
or bodily Poverty bave. not always had this Effect, 
or been the Reaſon of their being choſen into the 
Kingdom of Heaven; but where the Wants and 
Afflictions, the Poverty and Penury of this Life, 
have put the Soul upon ſeeking true Riches, there 
it muſt be confeſſed, it was good far them th t they 
bave been afflified. Riches, on the other Hand, 
have proved a Hurt and a Snare, and hingere. 
many to be ſaved. Our Saviour 5 how hardly 
ſhall they that have Riches enter the Kingdom of God, 
They have much to leave, they find it difficult to 
ſubmit to the Fooliſhneſs of the preaching of Faith, 
a Senſe of Honour keeps them aſhamed of Fefus 


| [6] 
and his People ; their Education teaches them to 
deſpiſe the unpoliſh'd Simplicity and artleſs Behavi- 
our of the Children of God; they know how to 
reaſon ; they are high, and all their little religious Acts 
are ſo magnified, that it often ſeems to them as. if 
they ſupported the Cauſe of the Lord, and their 
Power defended it, or as if Jeſus was beholden to 
them; and when they put on the Form of God- 
lineſs, they are too apt to lord it over the meaner 
Sort, and People of an inferior Rank ; thus they 
cheat themſelves and _ miſs true Happineſs ; or are 
they prophane, then their Riches helps them on in 
their mad Courſe, and paves their Way and makes 
it ſmooth to Hell, They take great Liberties, they 
jeſt . and ridicule _ the Scriptures, they mock. the 
Faith, diſpute atheiſtically, ſerve their Luſts, Plea» 
ſures, and the God: of this World with all Greedineſs, 
oppreſs their Subjects, and are quite unconcerned 
giving any Account of their Stewardſhip, . till 
they are called away, and then what Good will all 
their Riches do them? Who of their Companions 
can ſave them, 0 gf, hat Advantage will it be for 
them to OR or great. or wealthy they have 
been in the World, when they have loſt their own 
Souls? Many of theſe, if they had been poor in 
the World, perhaps, might have had a Part in the 
Kingdom 3. and, on the other Hand, I doubt 
not but. that many in Heaven might have periſhed 
had they been rich or great in the World. The 
- wiſe Diſpoſer of all Things knows what he does; 
He has choſen. his People ſhould have little of the 
World, but be has prepared for them a Kingdom : 
We ſhould not therefore once repine becauſe. the 
Bleſſings of this Life ſeem to be ſo unequally divi- 
ded, or becauſe ſome. are ſo loaded with good 
Things, and we haye but Food and Raiment, or 


even 


WS + 


Wok 
even ſuffer in that reſpect : 4 that fitteth in Hra- 
ven ruleth all Things walks Let, us only get ah 
Ibteteſt in Him, and, We Mall not envy them v0 
bade their: Cort; and Hime and Oil inortaſed;, we art 
far licher than day all and far bappier p for When 
the Earth is butnt up, and Time is no longer, we 
have d Kingdom, that-,tannt' ba ſhaken, ati Riches 
tubich;; nt, Moth ar Rut ran conrupih er Thieft break 
N and Heal. on * Vit 40 et! 4 10 0 RY 
er all chat has! been Haid, Whate a Dan is 
faithful Steward of that committed: d him, * 
whete his Heart leaves all that ha Has /aud gets hold 
of Jaſus, our dear Savibur, bis bavidg benn rich or 
will be, no, Hindrance' to bh Salvation. 3 und 
bete: poor Man deſpiſes our Savio Grace, and 
ſives earelefs of, his RlDood and Merits, and does 


He maꝝ be a rl ſuffer Want, or be very 
low! and phat in Would, and yt have a high, 
proud, und /finbborn Heart, and boo thix unhdppy 
Number that Grd Hebeln afar off.” Won 21 ni vo 
«:Tmue Poverty e Spinit is, as. St. Aich obſerves, 
Humility; Ml leunels of Heart vhich proceeds 
from 4 divine Conyittion. of our finkil ad bad State 
by Nature. mne or . 20 1 Amit 307 en | 1: T4 

That Mau is pon wbo, das nd Money, Cloaths, 
Houſe, or Friend, but is in Debt greatly, his Wife 
and Children are old to be Slaves and he caſt into 
Priſan till Payment ibe made. Tbusubel is paar in 


an,, he has no rea Righteauſneſs,. > bas a Sepſe 
ofchis-ibwing bis Sor very much, he has; nothing 
to oſßer, can promiſe nothing, can do nothing, feel 
his Got, his ſinful Nature, bis Enmity; his Care- 
leſſneſt, his Hardneſs of Heatt, and Tncapacity to 
_ 'himfelf ' He —_ 2 himſelf — 

at 


not come to bim, his: Poverty will. help ms 


Spirati who knows Ar hdsi 19 good I hing culrbeiling in 


** 


\ 


how little an 
Eyes! how ſelf. condemned and abhorred for all 


rich, and increaſed with Goods, and bave' need '0 


[8] 
that State deſcribed in the ſinteenth Chapter of Ee. 


kiel, cafl out to the loathing of his Perſon in the open 
Field, neither waſbed, cloatbed, or pitied, but friend- 
leſs and undone. No one but he that has experi- 
enced a deep Awakening by Means of the Holy 
Spirit, can judge of ſuch Peoples Caſe. How'mean, 
worthleſs they are in their own 


they do, or think, or ſay; how ſincerel they can 
tell our Saviour, J am poor and needy, This is in- 
deed the Eſtate and Condition of all Men, but they 
don t, they will not know and confeſs it. Hence 
ariſe all the Deceits of Self · rignteouſneſs, and all 


the Fancies of being holy, good, or better than 


others. Hence they frequently ſuppoſe themſelves 


nothing but imagine they have been educated 
a great deal of Good, wronged no-body, kept 
to Church, given Alms, and been merciful, chari- 
table 8 _ 1 

& in the Know the Scriptures ; 

are the e Iuke-warm' People, whom 
— Saviour will ſpue out of bis Mouth, and whoſe 
Righteouſneſs is like the Morning - Dew. 5 _ 

Sinner has not ſuch Thoughts, he cannot value 
ſelf any more; he looks himſelf on a level 
with the worſt and vileſt Men, and that not 
becauſe he has been a Murderer, an Adul- 
terer, or Houſe- breaker, but on account of his fil - 
thy and naſty Heart: He finds Fault with all 
that others about him iſe and commend 


may 
in him; and under ſuch a Senſe of his fallen and 
ſpoiled State, he ſits down at Feſus's Feet, ee 


at his Door of Mercy : He can plead nothing he 
has done, or merited : He has nothing unſpotted 
or — Blemiſh to be upon his Altar, all that 


he 


\ 


R 


* _ 
he has is lame, and halt, and blind, and therefore 
his only Hope, his Thirſt, and daily Cry is, Have 
Mercy on me O dear Saviour pity me / 
No Angel's Tongue can deſcribe how dear and 
precious 7045 is in ſuch a Soul's Eyes; they would 
part with their Lives joyfully to know Him as 
their own; had they ten Worlds they would not 
heſitate a Moment about it, but would part with 
them all to feel his Love, and be aſſured of his 
tender Mercy ; Bleſſed are ſuch poor in Spirit, 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. I know thy Po» 
verty, fays our Saviour to ſuch, but thou art bigh. 
It was his firſt and chiefeſt Deſign in the Redemp- 
tion to help ſuch poer People; he looks on them 
as Men ready to periſh, Souls that owed murb, but 
bad nothing to pay, and therefore he would ſtand 
their Friend, and make Satisfaction for them: He 
became their Surety, ſtood in their Place, paid off 
the frightful Score, and obtained and provided the 
Kingdom of Heaven for them, ' O this is amazing 
Grace ] but not more wonderful than true and cer 
tain. What Joy muſt a Chriſtian Soul perceive and 
feel in his Heart who juſt now ſat down weary, or 
ſighing for Mercy, with a Heart ready to break at 
our Saviour's Feet, and yet, . a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of Sin, could hardly hope to be accepted, 
when our Saviour whiſpers within, Thine is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. I have loved thee with ever- 
laſting Love. [I bave bid myſelf a little Moment and 
thou'wwaſt troubled, but now. the Winter is paſt and 
the Storms gone, and the time of the ſinging of Birds 
is come, riſe up my Love, my Dove, and come away! 
O ſuch an one muſt think with Shame, Lo#d, - what 
am I! and muſt be abaſed and bowed down with 
Thankfulneſs and Gratitude for ever, and more and 
more wonder at this Grace and great Salvation, and 


cleave 


[19] 
cleave-to our S4viour, love: and value his Death and 


Obedience, and be reſplyed anly to exalt and bleſs 
Him for ever. 

This Bleſſedneſi always, accompanies a Perſon ſoi- 
ritually poor, they are bleſſed, and ſhall be. bleſſed. 
Theirs is the Ningdom. No ſooner. is a Soul ſirip- 
ped of all Self-bolineſs and dead 0 the Law, f, 6. 
without any Hope of Help thereby, but quite poor 
in Mind and Heart ventyres to the Croſs or Feet of 

eſur; but the Haly Spirit comforts him, and lets 

im know, the Kingdam of Heaven is his ; be 

zads him in to poſſeſs it, and grants him ſuch a 
Lot of his Part therein, ſtrikes bim with ſo | 
Senſe of out S4v4our's free and eternal Love to hin 
and at the fame. Time gives him ſuch a Foretaſle of 
this Kingdom which is now his, and of which there 
all be na End, that he Remembrance af this Hout, 
this happy Time, ſhall always be freſh and lrely 
to him for ever; and let what , will happen after- 
wards, to bim which can eithen pain, or glievr, ot 
trouble him, er ſinik his Spirĩita, this ſniall ſtilb com · 
fort him, that tbe Kingdims. df, Heaven it His ; and 
as long as he abides unden the iSenſe. of his Own 
Poverty, ſo Jbng call the! ame Land and Saviour 
refreſh; aw! bleſs. him in, this Manger, till he enters 
the Gates into the FulneG/of.thik Kingdom, at Gad's 
Right Hauch in me Glory:oyedlaſting, g 

All che. Bleſſings i in the Od 7 t — 
miſed : by the Prophets o the Har: He belpeth. the 
For when e the Ne, and him ibat bas 
u Helper, ls lifteth the Peer wut. of the Mire. He 
conſider ab ubs Hor. Iwill duell, faith he, with him 
thut is per, and tremilenbi af my Word: - Exprel- 
Lions of this! Nature are found in almoſt every Book 
of. the Soripture, and all: the Meaning of theſe is 
. in * gracious Words of our Sqvi- 
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eur, Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Bleſſed are they who are 
mean, and little, and worthleſs in their own La, 
as a Bit of Duſt, as a poor ſmall and contemptible 
Worm, who are convinced of their own Nothing- 
neſs and Poverty ; to ſuch belongs the Kingdom. of 
Heaven; for ſuch Chri/? died; out of Pity to ſuch 
He was extreme poor, that they through bis Poverty 
might become rich; and by his having nothing, and 
being a Servant, they might poſſeſs all Things, and 
be Kings and Prieſts to Gd, rich in Faith, and with 
that Gold tried in the Fire, and having 

Treaſure hid in the Field, ſpoken of by our | ahi 
* ſhall be eſteemed rich indeed of God and all the 
; ngels in Eternity 

| leſſed are — that mourn, for they ſhall be com- 
* In that ſolemn and awful Charge given to 
the Deſtroying Angels in the ninth of Zzekiel, 
wherein they are commanded” to ſlay utterly Old 
and Young, nor ſuffer their Eyes 0 ſpare or pity, 
they are forbid to come near thoſe t 4 mourn. It 
was alſo mentioned as a chief 72 of our Saviour's 
Office in the World, He ſhall comfort thoſe that 
mourn. Solomon alſo had ſaid, it was ſafer to be in 
the Houſe of Mourning than in the Houſe 0 111715 
But who are theſe meant in the Text? The 771 
ners of Sion; they are People whoſe Eyes God has 
opened to ſee their own Hearts, poor People, who 
feel their Sin, and want Salvation. Some. when 
they are a little awakened, comfort themſelves with 
thinking they are not very bad, but better than ma- 
ny others; or let their Friende comfort them by 
perſuading them the ſame, or that they are good 
Chriſtians already, and in a ſaſe way: They call 
all ſpiritual Concern a Madneſs, and take all due 
Care to keep People from the Danger; v Vea, if 9M 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| tbandoned Liver, a notorious Drunkard or Whore 


monger, of whom they had before no manner of 
Care, ſhould come under any Apprehenſions of 
Danger, or ſhould grow uneaſy about his future 


State, ſuch would be very ready to help him out of 


this Error, and adviſe him to be of good Cheer, 
to ride out, or go to the Play, or get into ſome 
merry Company, or change the Air, or take Phy- 
ſick ; and often Souls are comforted by this Means, 
and they ſeem to get out of all their Fears or Unea- 
ſineſs Fre&y for they have had Comforters, but 
ſuch as Fob's were are all ſuch ! Miſerable Comfort- 
ers indeed ! | Theſe are they of whom the Prophet 
complains o heavily, They heal the Hurt Te 
Daughter of my People ſlightly, crying, Peace, Peace, 
toben there is no Peace, But a Soul truly convinced 
of Sin cannot and will not be comforted with ſuch 
Things; they look upon bim whom they have pierced, 
and mourn for him as one mourns for ber only Son. 
Nothing leſs than the Holy Gboſt can comfort them, 
All they want is to know they are forgiven and ſhall 


be ſaved; they want to be aſſured of their bei 


Children of God, and at Peace with him throug 


 Feſus Chriſt, Theſe are the Mourners ſpoken of in 


this Place; they feel the want of a Saviour, they 
cannot be put off with Health, Riches, Company, 


—Pleaſures, c. they are too ſenſible of their Guilt 
and Sin, too heavy laden and weary, too ſick and 


diſordered, and uneaſy to be diverted with any 
thing leſs than the Kiſſes of the Beloved. As long 
as he is at a Diſtance, they ate troubled till they 
feel his Love ſhed abroad in their Hearts; they 


 . mourn, and they ol be comforted. Our Saviour 
will wife away the 


vill 4 Tears from their Eyes, He will 
ſpeak Peace to their Hearts; they cannot do with- 


out his Preſence, and they ſhall have it for ever- 


more; 
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more; they will not reſt without his Conſolation, 
and he will ſend the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter to 
comfort them, I will comfort yon, ſaith he, as 4 
Mother comforts her only Son; I will remove thy 
Fears and Jealouſies, and aſſure thee of my Aﬀec- 
tion and Loving-kindneſs ; I will be thy good Sa- 
viour 5 I will forgive thee, and thy paſt miſ-ſpent 
Life I will forget, and enter into an everlaſting Co- 
venant with thee that thou ſhalt be my Child. 
Thus it happened with Hezekiab, he mourned like a 
Dove and was alone, and comfortleſs lite a Swallow 
upon the 2 and turned to the Wall, wept and 
ſaid, Lord | 
Lord heard his Supplication, and ſaw his Tears, he 
heard his Moan and comforted him, aſſuring him all 
bis Sins were caſt behind bis Back, Thus he treated 
David, Paul, Cornelius, and as many as mourned 
after Him, and thus he does in our Days. The 
mourning of a Soul after Salvation is nothing elſe but 
being ſick of Love, and languiſhing for the Holy Spi- 
rit to aſſuce him he is beloved by our Saviour ; and 
till he is this way comforted he muſt mourn, he 
cannot help it, and if any thing ſhort of the Blood 
and Pardon of the Lamb can ſtop his Grief, he is an 
unhappy Perſon, be he who he will. . 

There is ſuch a Bleſſedneſs attainable, ſuch a di- 
vine Aſſurance of the Love of God to us, and ſuch 
3 .Certainty of our going to Heaven as can refreſh 
and comfort the - otherwiſe inconſolable. All that 
ſincerely ſeek Salvation, and neither want to cheat 


themſelves, or ſuffer themſelves to be cheated by o- 


thers, ſhall be comforted with this eternal Conſola- 


tion, Let him only turn to the Man of Sorrows, 


and mown after Him, and he ſhall be bleſſed, the 


Lord himſelf ſhall comfort him, and the Days of 
| his 


— 


"4 


am oppreſſed, undertake for me, and the 


{ 
| 
| 
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[14] | 
his Mourning ſhall have an eternal End ; the Mouth 
of the Lord bath ſpoken it, they ſhall be comforted. 
' Bleſſed are the Meek, for they ſhall inherit the 
Earth. A meck Perſon is a tender-hearted Perſon, 


or, as it is expreſſed in Scripture, à contrite one, a. 


bruiſed or broken-hearted Soul. His Conſcience is 
foftened by looking upon Jeſus, he has learned it of 
him. He no more behaves impudently or ſtrong, he 
is no more careleſs or hardened in his natural State ; 
but it is juſt ſo with him as it was with Peter when 


our Saviour looked upon him, his Eyes and Heart 


melted immediately, he curſed and lyed no more, 
but with bitter Tears ſought Pardon, ſo he melts 
before the Lamb of God; a ſharp Word can pierce 
through ſuch, every tender Conviction faſtens upon 
their Heart, and an Openneſs to confeſs and acknow- 
ledge their being to blame is viſible in them. They 
are poor Sinners, whoſe Hearts, Conſciences, and 
Eyes are ſoftened by the Blood of Jeſus. A Sight of 
his Death has ſtamped an everlaſting Mark upon their 
Foreheads, and made their inmoſt Soul like melted 
Wax. Their tenderneſs of Conſcience, Scrupuloſi- 
ty, and Fear of doing any thing wrong to grieve our 
. Saviour, often may expoſe them to the Cenſures of a 
blind World, wherein they are like Fools and Babes, 
and thoſe who. mock them are indeed far more wiſe 
in their Generation than they. They ſball inherit the 
_ Earth. They properly inherit this World, for they 
have in the Preſence and Enjoyment of our Saviaur's 
Love, an hundred fold more here than all they can 
loſe or ſuffer on his Account, and the World to come 
ſhall be theirs alſo. They are now the only happy 
People; let the Weather be fair or ſtormy, let their 
State in Life be eaſy or difficult, let them be ſickly 
or healthy; be beloved or hated, or hive much or 
ſuffer Want, they are well ; every Morſel they eat 


is 


8 a 1 2 
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[ 15 ] 
is ſweet, and, as it were, dipped in the Blood of Fefus « 
their Sufferings are the Honour of enduring ſomethi 
from the World for Chri/?'s fake. Their Life is the 
Life of the Son of God, their Death the Death of the 
Righteous, and eternal Gain, Are they ſick ? They 
cannot forget every Pain helps gently to looſe the 
Silver Cord and break the Earthen Veſſel, that they 
may fly away and be at Reſt. Is the Weather bad? 
Have they long Journeys to go? Are they expoſed 
to Trials of Penury or Want ? how happy are they ? 
ſince they ſball ſoon arrive at the Haven where tbey 
would be, No Storm ſhall threaten them after a few 
Days. Yet a little while and they ſball hunger and 
thirſt no more. But when the Lord their Saviour 
ſhall make a new Heaven and a new Earth, they fhall 
inberit it, they ſhall be the Inhabitants with Him in 
his New World, and ſball follow him whitherfoever be 


goeth, 


' Bleſſed are they which hunger aud thirft after Righ- 
teoufneſe, for they ſhall be filled. The great Deſire 
and preſſing after Righteouſneſs, is here and in many 
other Places called hungering and thir/ting ; ſince no 
hungry Man ſo wants Bread when he is ſtarving, no 
Man periſhing for lack of Drink ſo longs and thirſts 
for Water as an awakened Soul longs for the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt. All Mankind are more or leſs 
ſenſible, that they muſt be righteous, and that with- 
out Holineſs no Man can fee the Lord, but then they 
generally make a Righteouſneſs of their Morality, 
Duties, Works, and Prayers, and this is always the 
Caſe till the Lord's Eyes try their fig-leav'd, ſelf- 
wrought.Garment, and as ſoon as his Voice calls and 
awakes them from their Dream, and he opens their 
Eyes to ſee their Nakedneſs and the Inſufficiency of 
all their own Doings, and how far ſhort they fall 
from the Righteouſneſs which avails before Gad, it is 


—_. 
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no Wonder that they feel Diſtreſs, and begin to be 
in want of a better þ Righteouſneſs. As ſoon as the 
Obedience and Sufferings of Chri/? Jeſus are preach- 
ed before ſuch People, the Holy Spirit ſtirs up in them 
ſuch a Hunger and Thirſt for Him and his Merits, 
as is inſatiable. They languiſh and pant for Salva- 
tion as a dry Land for the refreſhing Rain, and can- 
not reſt till they have obtained their Deſire, or ta- 
den, as it were, the Kingdom of Heaven by Violence, 
for the Violent take it by. Force, To be in ſuch a 
State, in ſuch a hungry and eager Condition, atbirſt 
for our Saviour Bhod and Righteouſneſs, is a Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, for they ſhall be filled ; they ſhall have what 
they want ; they ſhall know what that means, He 

will I pour Water upon bim that is M* and Floods 
upon the dry Ground: He ſhall be filled, or as it is ſaid, 
He ſhall ſatiate the hungry Soul with Goodneſs, or as 
the Virgin Mary expreſſes it, He filleth the Hungry 
with good Things. They ſhall be cloathed with the 
Righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus, it ſhall be to them 
a white Robe ; they ſhall be ſecured therein, be ju- 
ſtified thereby, be ſo ſafe, fo healed, fo happy, and 
ſatisfied, that they ſhall be filled, in the ſtrictelt Senſe, 
and ſtand compleat and perfect before God by this 
Means, and be inwardly cleanſed and bleſſed in their 
own Souls. Let then ſuch as now hunger and thirſt 
for the' Lamb and his Righteouſneſs be of good Com- 
fort, they ſball be filled, they ſhall be fatisfied with 
him, and have enough to all Eternity. 

Bleſſed are the Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mer- 
cy. When a Soul is converted 4 ardoned he 
becomes merciful ; he cannot ſuffer : revengeful 
Thought; he may not be bitter or cruel, our 
Saviour will not ſuffer ſuch a Spirit, it is not of 
Him, but of the World and Satan. Of Jeſus we 
learn to be tender-hearted, long-ſuffering, and of a 


forgiving 


„ 
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forgiving Nature. It is fo in our Hearts, and whoſo. 
cannot forgive, he is not forgiven. Let it appear or 
cloak itſelf in what Manner it will, come diſguiſed 
as it pleaſes, all Revenge, Barbarity, Severity, and 
repaying Evil is ſinful ; but who is merciful and 
ready to forgive, he ſhall find his heavenly Father 
meaſure the ſame to him, and in all his Miſtakes. 
and Failings he ſhall be forgiven, and feel what a 
merciful Saviour he has to deal with. Hence our 
Saviour teaches us to pray, Forgive ns our Treſpaſ= 
ſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us ; and 
this alſo is his Doctrine, F ye forgive not, neither 
ſhall ye be forgiven, or, as he faith in the Parable 
Did not I forgive thee when thou defired mes 
Should ſt not * alſo bade forgiven thy Fellow-ſer= 
vant by | 
Let then no ſort of Reſentment have a Place in 
our Hearts, tis Pride. Let no Rancour, .Sourncſs, 

hard Thoughts find room in our. Breaſts, it is 
againſt ..our Saviour's Mind. Let us be glad to 
i I forgive, ready. to, help che Poor and Needy, and 
pity. all in Diſtreſs, in Priſons, in Debt, in Af. 
ichen, in Danger, in Pain or Sickneſs, in Want, 
„ under Oppreſicn, and thould our Enemy un- 
+ Nee, {ct us rejoice to feed him, | and ſhould he 
x thirſt, let us give him, to drink, and have a mer- 
n aul Heart and Behaviour toward all Men, eſpe- 

on to religious People and ſuch as believe, {6 
„ al vue obtain Mercy and Favour. of Cod in our 
be Need, and he will not deal with us after our 
cal ins, but after the 7ultitude of his Mercies, But 
* if ye behave. cruel, it ſhall come home to you | 
of en; behave, ſevere, ſo ſhall others bchave to 
we vou; revenge yourlelyes at a convenient time, 

when it is in your Power, and all ſhall one Day, 
looner or later, juſtly be returned upon your own 
X Heads 
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Heads, and full Meaſure, preſſed down and run- 
ning over, ſhall Men heap hard Things and very 
bitter and heavy into your Boſoms. The true 
Way to be merciful is to learn it of our Saviour, 
for whofo is acquainted with him, and continues 
in his Love, is loving and merciful, ſo that Men 
can perceive he has been with Jefus. Be ye then mer- 
ciful, for your Father in Heaven is merciful, and ye 
ſhall obtain Mercy. 
Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee 
God. The pure-hearted People are ſuch as have 
obtained the 7rue Faith in Chriſt, and whofe Hearts 
have been purified through the Blood he has ſprin- 
kled thereon. None are pure in Heart by Na- 
tare; for by Nature all our Hearts are corrupted 
and deſperately wicked, and thence proceed all evil 
Thoughts, Luſts, Murders, Thefts, Blaſphemies, Cc. 
which defife the Man; but as ſoon as our Saviour 
beſprinkles us with Water we are made clean, and 
when he waſhes us in his Blood we are whiter 
than Snow. The Eyes are no more full of Adul- 
teries, the Ears no more open to filthy ſpeaking, 
the Heart changed, and chaſte, © and pure. They 
are juſtifted, they are ſanctified, and not only have 
made the Outſide of the Cup or Platter clean, but 
the Inſide is clean alſo. Theſe are Souls who 
_ have. received the Remiſſion of Sins, and . whoſe 
Souls and Bodies are hatlowed by the Holy Spi- 
rit, and ſet apart to be the Temple of Gd. Theſe 
are they who have their Eyes anointed with the 
Eye-ſalve, and they ſee God; they fee Feſus, they 
have him with them according to his Promiſe when 
he went away, and ſaid, The World ſhall not ſet 
me, but ye fee me; and in the Hebrews it is writ- 
ien, We ſee Feſus, who was made lower than the 
Angels, i. c. our Eyes are opened, we now e: 
| . Cod, 
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Ged, we view him in his Bleeding-form by Faith 
and in Spirit, and yet ſo truly, and with ſuch 
Heart Satisfaction, as if he ſtood bodily before 
us. We know he is at no Diſtance, we behold 
bim, and Faith ſerves us inſtead of Sight, and 
is better to us than ſeeing for the preſent : Bleſ=, 


fed are they who have not ſeen, and yet have be- 


lieved. Belides all the Happineſs we have here in 
this reſpect, we. ſhall bereafter ſee his Face, and 
be where he is. We ſhall ſee that loving God be- 
fore whom the Seraphims cover their Faces, We 
ſhall ſee where the Thorns and Blows hurt and 
disfigured his Viſage. We ſhall ſee his Hands and 
Feet, we ſhall look upon his Side, and delight and 
feaſt ourſelves with this beatifical Viſion to all E- 
ternity, when wicked Men, Apoſtates, and Un- 
believers ſhall fly from his Preſence in the Great 
Pay, and hall” hide themſelves in Rocks and 

ountains, we ſhall ſee him with Joy, and all 
whoſe Hearts have been purged by his Blood from 
dead Works, and purified from Sin, may ſay with 
Job, I ſball ſee Ge, and ſhall fee him for myſelf _ 


and not for another, Bleſſcd are the pure in Heart, © — 


they "i fee G _ 

Bleſſed are. the Peace- makers, for they ball be 
called Children of Gad. It is a Satanical Spirit to 
ſtir up Strife, to foment and make Miſchief be- 
— religious People. eſpecially, Who loves Di- 
viſions, Diſputings, Janglings, and T ale-· bearing, 
or is fond of finding Faults or uncovering the Na- 
kedneſs of his Fellow-ſervants, he is on the Devil's 
Side, and joins the Accuſer of the Brethren ; ſuch 
ſhould be marked and ſhunned, they are the þad 
Leaven in the Lump, and do = Harm; oxy 
bleſſed are the Pegce-makers, People who love Unity 
and are glad to cover 5 e any Blemich ar 


Miſtake, 
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Miftake, and even to think the beft, and not Evi; 
who will not flander, nor hear Slanders; who will 
not back-bite, nor ſuffer it; but who, Teſu#like, 
could die for the Brethren, and who love Pere 
and ſpare no Pains tenderly to root out all High- 
neſs, raſh and haſty Words and Behaviour, and 
who learn to be mild and gentle, and will do any 
Thing to make Men at Peace in one Houfe, and 
to keep up that divine Harmony among the Chil- 
dren of God which becomes them; for they are 
one Man's Sons, they are Brethren, and muft not 
fall out by the Way. Bleſſed are they who re- 
concile thoſe at Variance, remove the Miſtakes 
and Miſunderſtandings that cauſed the Evil, and 
who take the Place of the Mediator and Advo- 
cate. They refemble 7eſus, and are and ſball be 
called Children of God and of Peace, Children 01 
their Father which is in Heaven, who hates Quar- 
rels and Fightings, and ſcatters fuch as delight in 
War. 

_ Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for Righ- 
gexuſneſs ſake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Formerly, in the time of the Law, the Wor- 
ſhippers of Cod and the religious Men and Wo- 
men did not ſeem to be the Butt and Mark of 
Satan's Malice fo much as now. The Prophets 
indeed were perſecuted, and that becaufe they gene- 
rally brought heavy. Tidings to their own People, 
and were continually ftriking at the Pride, Idolatry, 
and Unfaithfulnefs of the Children of Hrael, and 
ſpeaking of a New Covenant, à better Priefiboad, 
and of the Salvation of the Genti/es, and other ſuch 
Things, which were contrary to the great Ideas 
they had of their own Religion, and heavy to 
Fleth and Blood, | eſpecially their plain Reproofs for 
Sin, and the Threatnings with which they MP 
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ly were ſent; but elſe the Jeroiſßh Church, from 
the time of their coming out of Exypi, were ho- 
nourable and revered by all People, who faw how 
the Lord their God fought for them, beſides the 
driving out whole Nations and flaying Kings for their 
Sakes. He put a Dread and a Fear of them in all 
Countries; they who ſtrove againſt them periſhed by 
Judgments, and thoſe who deſpiſed them were glad 
to be Hewers of Wood or Drawers of Water to 
them, F; N they were ſmall in Number, 425 
could chaſe a tbouſand, and ut five thouſand 
to flight 4 the Ly Was 4 Min of 2 and Leader 
of their Hoſts, bis Angels flew their Enemies by 
thouſands in a Night; the Skies ſhowered down 
Hail-ftones and Fire on thoſe who hated them, the 
Stars in their Courſes fought againſt them ; and on- 
ly at times when they had ſinned in departing from 
the Lord, He fuffered them 1a be led away Captive, 
and let their Enemies be Lords over them, but elſe 
they were the City of Perfection, the Joy of the whole 
Earth. The Pomp and Glory of their Church ſeem- 
ed to bid Defiance to all the World, and this laſted 
till Jeſus came. Our Saviour knew it would be 
quite otherwiſe after his Deceaſe, for he forefaw 
with what Rage the Devil would purſue his poor 
Sheep, when he ſhould come to know what their 
Shepherd had done by his dying for them ; it was 
therefore our Saviour gave his Diſciples Warning of 
it, as if he had told them, Little Children, ye muſt 
not think my Kingdom is of this World, for though 


 bitherto Ferafakerm and the Family of Iſrael bave /o 
lang flouriſhed in the Earth like a Vine, and all the 


Glory of the Gentiles have flowed ig it, yet it has been 


fer a Sign and a Shadzw of that Ieruſalem which is 


above, and of that Church which is at preſent inviſi- 


Be in the Warld. The Prophets to whom I opened the 


Myftery 
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Myſtery of my Redemption, and who were my faith- 
ful Witneſſes, were a poor deſpiſed and excluded Pro- 
ple for my Sake, and the Object of the Scorn of Sa- 
tan, and the Hatred of their Brethren the Children of 
Iſrael, they have been all perſecuted, ſome they ſtoned, 
others were ſawn aſunder, and all rejected and ca 
out of the Vineyard, ſo will my Children and Difci- 
ples be henceforth. As I have been hated, ſo they will 
bate them ; and as upon my Fatber's Account, and for 
doing his Will, they have perſecuted me, ſo for my 
Jake and for my Righteouſneſs ſake they will be per ſe- 
cuted who follow me; but eſteem ſuch bleſſed, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. My People above 
have all come out of great Tribulation, and in like 
manner - will Satan try all Believers ; be will purſue 
them like a Dragon, and ſet the World againſt them, 
but let them be of good Cheer, I have overcome the 
World, ſhortly they ſhall tread upon the Adder, and the 
Lyon and the Dragon ſhall they tread under their Feet. 
Comfort ye, comfort ye therefore, my People, and when 
ye ſee any troubled on my Account, or for the ſake of 
my Righteouſneſs then ſpeak comfortably to them, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. And even ye, bleſ- 
fed are ye when Men ſhall revile you and perſecute 
you, and ſhall ſay all manner of Evil againſt you 
falſely for my ſake, rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your Reward in Heaven, for ſo perſecuted they 
the Prophets which were before you. 

This Doctrine of our Lord Chriſt was ſoon found 
true; for ſearcely the Devil knew the World was 
redeemed out of his Hands, and he had loſt all with 
Equity through our Saviour's Death and Sufferings, 
and that now he had here but a ſhort Time, but he 
began to rage and raiſe up the Kings of the Earth, 
and put the Counſellors to conſult together againſt 
the Lord and bis Anointed, All who called on b$ 

Name 
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Name were perſecuted, and that before the Apoſtles 
had well begun their great Miniſtry. Hence, when 
they preached or wrote to the Churches, they taught 
them, that whoever would live godly in Chriſt Jeſus 
muſt - ſuffer Perſecution, This Doctrine continues 
unalterably the ſame, Now, as well as formerly, 
Men who love our Saviour, who mention only his 
Righteouſneſs, and are determined only to know 
Him, will for that, and no other Cauſe, be hated 
and reviled ; Men will be ſo inveterate againſt them, 
that they will report all manner of Evil againſt them; 
Men in all Religions, of all ſorts of ': empers, wi 

be their Enemies, and ſeparate them from Nie 
Company, and caſt out their Names as Evil, will 
go ſo far as not to buy or ſell with them; Parents 
diſown their Children, Children abhor their Parents; 
Maſters diſcard and turn away their Servants, threa- 
ten and diſtreſs ſuch as live under them, and all 
this, as Luther ſays, not becauſe they are Murderers, 
Adulterers, or Thieves, but becauſe they love Jeſus 
Chriſt, and will have no God beſide bim, or ſeek, or 


' preach, or value any Righteouſneſs but his, which be 


wrought out in Obedience to the Death of the Croſs : 
It is not becauſe they are Oppoſers of Govem- 
ments, Plotters againſt the State, idle, wicked, ma- 
licious, or hurtful, but becauſe they believe the Goſ- 
pel and Promiſes of Chriſt, becauſe they exalt the 
Lord alone, becauſe they are Witneſſes of his Love 
and Mercy, and are not aſhamed of his Name nor 
his Faith, becauſe his Words are weightier than 
all other Arguments, and of more Force than all 
Demonſtrations whatever beſide, If this be the 
Caſe, they ſhould not be therefore diſcouraged 
or dejected, but leap for Foy and be exceeding 
glad, for ſo perſecuted they their Lord and dear Ma- 
ier, and the Prophets which were before them, It is 
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an Honour and Glory to them to ſhare in their Lord's 
Shame, and fellow him thus ont of the Camp bearing 
bis Reproach, for they ſhall follow him in his Glory 
in that Day when He ſhall come with all his Angels, 
and then he ſhall confeſs them, and ſhew ſuch as deſ- 
piſed them how much he loved them. 

Yes, ſurely a Day ſhall come when all the derided 
Followers of the Lamb, and ſuch as for his fake were 
the Scorn of Men and the Outcaſls of the People, ſhall 
be glorified in their Sight who made them a By-word 
and Proverb of Reproach ; they ſhall ſee them with 
their dear Maſter on the Clouds of Heaven, and ſhall 
be forced to acknowledge with Shame and Amaze- 
ment, We Pools counted their Lives Madneſs, and their 
End to be without Honour, but fee bow they are num- 
bered with the Saints, and have their Portion with the 
Children of God. Then ſhall they be truly honour- 
able, and all Nations ſhall call them es Every 
Bleſſing pr onounced by the Mouth of Jeſus, * 
every Bleſſing ar 5 by his Blood come up- 
on them, and be theirs for ever. 

May we all ſo believe, ſo be converted, and made 
after our Saviour*s Heart, that all theſe Bleſſings 
may come upon us, in Time and to all Eternity. 
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